
May 5, 2021 

Dear Junior Honors English Student:  

Welcome to Junior English!  As a part of next year’s course, you are required to read at least two or more books 
before the end of summer and keep a reading log of each of the books that you read over the summer. 

You may read whatever you like for the first choice.  Your choice should be at your reading level.  For this one, 
you may reread a favorite book from the past if you’d like.  The second choice must be a classic or AP level book 
to prepare you for the AP test or CCP your senior year.  Please choose one from the attached list or email me by 
August 13, 2021, if you have a book that you want to read and feel is AP worthy yet not on the list.  YOU MAY 
NOT READ THE GREAT GATSBY. (We may read this together.) 

You may abandon books if they don’t keep your interest, but please add abandoned books to your book log.   

You must finish at least two books. You will turn in your reading log by the end of the first week of school.  You 
will receive points for the log.  *If you are using a digital copy of the reading log, please make a copy! 

Please know that I will conference with each student individually during the first week or two of school.  I will 
discuss your summer reading adventures with you during this conference and you will receive points. You may write 
down anything interesting about the books you are reading so that you have something to discuss during the 
conference but you are not required to do so. 

Reading books that you choose and enjoy over the summer is just the beginning of the independent reading program 
that I am excited to implement again for juniors this coming year.  You will be given time daily to read AP level 
books that you choose with minimal assignments attached to them.  My hope is that more of you will reignite a love 
for reading, and for those of you that aren’t avid readers, you may just catch the reading bug in my class. I hope you 
are as excited as I am about this opportunity!   

Because you chose to sign up for Honors English, during the school year, you will have an AP text reading 
requirement, 1 AP book per nine weeks.  If you have met the number of books/pages for that 9 weeks requirement, 
you will then be allowed to read whatever you like during your independent reading time.  I am doing this to raise 
the bar for reading and learning at the honors level.  If this seems to be too challenging or something you don’t think 
you will enjoy, you may want to consider transferring into my College English class.  

Why am I implementing independent reading again this year?  I thought that it was a success the last few years, and 
research shows it is the best thing that I can do to prepare you for your future, college and beyond.  “In The Power of 
Reading, his meta-analysis of research investigating independent reading over the past forty years, Stephen Krashen 
reveals that no single literacy activity has a more positive effect on students’ comprehension, vocabulary, 
knowledge, spelling, writing ability, and overall academic achievement than free voluntary reading” (Miller 51). 

Remember, you only have to choose two books to read this summer, and feel free to abandon them until you find 
one that resonates with you.   

*Also, if you would like to start off the year with bonus points, visit the library’s website and complete the summer 
discovery reading program.  You must have proof of completion to receive bonus. https://www.libraryvisit.org/
summer-discovery/  

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to email me at CMullane@springfieldlocal.us. 

Have a great summer! 
Mrs. Mullane    

https://www.libraryvisit.org/summer-discovery/
https://www.libraryvisit.org/summer-discovery/
mailto:CMullane@springfieldlocal.us

